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We are living in a fascinating time. A worldwide pandemic, sharp and severe moral 
decline, Russia at war, threats of nuclear and chemical warfare, racial tension, natural 
disasters, and many Christians falling away from their faith. The interest in what the Bible 
has to say about the end times is increasing, which leads to the question, “Should we 
even consider the timing of the Lord’s Return?”  
 
Before we go any farther, let me first put you at ease and say, I am NOT dating the Lord’s 
return in this article. However, I am going to go to the Bible to answer the question, 
“Should we even consider to know something about the timing of the Lord’s return?  
 
Let me start by clarifying what His return is. Sometimes we are referring to the rapture, 
and sometimes we are referring to the second coming. While they happen within a short 
time of one another, we still should not confuse them with each other. The rapture is an 
event where we meet the Lord in the AIR. The rapture, or the “catching away,” is 
described by the dead rising, Christians ascending, the blast of a trumpet, the shout of an 
angel, atmospheric change, and all the world watching. There is a separate event known 
as the second coming where the Lord descends to the EARTH, on the Mount of Olives. 
The following verses will refer to both events.  
 
In this article, my aim is to look at Scriptures we often use to stay away from consideration 
of the timing of the Lord’s return, proposing that we should be open to gaining 
understanding of the times in which we are living. I have three Scriptures: 
 
 

1. In Matthew 24:36, when Jesus spoke of the rapture, He said, “Of that day and 
hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only.” In the 
cross reference in Mark 13:32, Jesus includes Himself in that statement, saying 
that He didn’t even know the exact timing of His coming.  

 
Here are some thoughts: 
 
At this time, Jesus had not yet ascended into Heaven. Living as the Son of Man, 
perhaps He did not know; perhaps He knows now.  
 
Also, a day is a 24-hour period and an hour is a 60-minute period. Does that mean 
we can’t have a more general idea of when the rapture and second coming take 
place? Does the Bible say? Is the Holy Spirit speaking?  
 
In addition, maybe those early church saints didn’t know the day or hour, but would 
God bring more revelation to the Christians who actually live in the time of His 
return? Could that be us? 
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There are dozens of Scriptures that give specific days from the Abomination of 
Desolation. Exact days are mentioned, like 1260, 1290, and 1335. People who 
hold to the pretribulation rapture don’t think we’ll be here for this time period, but 
for those of us who take Matthew 24:29 literally, we think we will, and when we see 
the Antichrist take away worship from the Jews, those numbers are letting us know 
the rapture to the day.  
 
A little further out, and we see that the last seven years will start with a confirmation 
of a covenant agreement, of which the Antichrist is a part.1 
 
Furthermore, taking a look at the two witnesses in Revelation 11, we know they 
are killed and their corpses are left in the streets for 3 ½ days, after which, they 
are resurrected and hear a voice saying to them, “Come up here.” They ascend to 
heaven in a cloud. Consider if these two witnesses are part of the rapture, the dead 
rising first, going to meet the Lord in the air. If so, those who watch or hear of their 
death could know they only have 3 ½ days until the rapture, or the catching away.  
 
Scripture doesn’t disagree with Scripture. We can’t hold onto one verse and ignore 
the multiple verses that do reveal the timing of the Lord’s return – and to the day! 

 
2. In Acts 1:7, Jesus answered the disciples’ question about the timing for setting up 

His kingdom, and He responded, “it is not for you to know times or seasons which 
the Father has put in His own authority.”  

 
One day Jesus will return to earth to defeat the nations, allow a cleansing of the 
earth, and then set up a millennial earthly kingdom. It wasn’t for the disciples in the 
early church to know about the Day of the Lord, which includes His second coming. 
Perhaps one reason for that was because the first century Christians would not be 
in the season for the second coming, but what about two thousand years later? 
Maybe it wasn’t for them, but it is for us.  

 
3. In 1 Thessalonians 5:1-2 Paul writes the Christians, “The day of the Lord will 

come as a thief in the night,” referring to the idea that Jesus will come suddenly, 
unexpectedly.  
 
This is true; however, in verse 4, concerning the Day of the Lord and Christ’s 
second coming, Paul says, “But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day 
should overtake you as a thief.” God doesn’t keep His children in darkness. 
Furthermore, He promises not to do anything without first letting us know through 
His prophets.2 One big concern we have today is having discernment on who is a 
true prophet, because many we hear from today are false prophets tickling the 
ears of Christians who are searching for words that entice them.  
 

 
 

1 Daniel 9:27 
2 Amos 3:7-8 
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Should we know and discern the times we live in? The men of Issachar discerned the 
times they were living in.3 Jesus rebuked Jewish religious leaders for not being able to 
discern the times in which they lived.4 If we are part of a last generation that will live 
through the time when end-time prophecy is fulfilled, then we should consider what the 
Bible has to say concerning our times. We should be open to listening to true prophets. 
We should seek the Holy Spirit to speak to our hearts.  
 
Prophecy is a gift. God includes us in His plan by giving us revelation and insight, 
encouraging us to continue to expand His kingdom, even in difficult times. God is faithful! 
God is true! One day, Jesus will return for us, and this is our hope and our joy! 
 
Luke 21:28 Now when these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads, 
because your redemption draws near.” 
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3 I Chronicles 12:32 
4 Matthew 16:3 


